Journal of MIS Research is Reborn as 
Asia Pacific Journal of Information Systems
Greetings, I am Ho Geun Lee at Yonsei University. I have the privilege of serving as the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of MIS Research for the next two years. Upon assuming the position of Editor-in-Chief, I received a request from the executive board of the Korea Society of Management Information Systems (KMIS) to get the Journal of MIS Research included in the Thomson Scientific SSCI database. The inclusion in SSCI is difficult to attain without an understanding of its evaluation criteria and active support from the KMIS members. Therefore, I would like to share with all members the information on the evaluation criteria for SSCI inclusion, the preparatory work done thus far, and future tasks.
The evaluation criteria for SSCI inclusion are mainly divided into four categories. First, the Journal Publishing Standards category evaluates whether a given journal adheres to international journal standards. Included here are regularity of publication, individual paper format, and paper review procedure. Generally, preference is given to English language journals. Second, the Editorial Contents category assesses the contents of the manuscripts published in a journal. The important factor here is whether a given journal is distinct from the journals already listed in SSCI. Since many journals in the MIS field are already included in SSCI, aiming for “best regional journal” seems to be a helpful strategy for inclusion. Third, the International Diversity category evaluates the national diversity of the editorial board and the authors. Last, the Citation Analysis category evaluates the journal’s impact factor.
As the first step in the preparatory work for including Journal of MIS Research in SSCI, it was renamed the Asia Pacific Journal of Information Systems (APJIS). This was done to promote our journal as the “best regional journal” and thus differentiate it from other currently SSCI-listed journals. 
 Since the Journal of MIS Research has been publishing papers almost exclusively in Korean until now, receiving a good evaluation in the Citation Analysis category seems unlikely. In order to overcome this weakness, efforts have been made to internationalize the editorial board. We created a new Advisory Board and recruited internationally renowned professors as its members. We also invited not only Korean professors from abroad (KrAIS members), but also foreign scholars from Asia to serve as Associate Editors. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all domestic and foreign scholars participating as editorial board members.
(APJIS Cover)
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In order to increase the possibility of being included in SSCI, we propose to do the following. First, in regard to articles in Korean, we plan to convert into English all parts that can be expressed in English. The previous Editor-in-Chief, Professor Ingu Han of KAIST, has expanded the English abstracts of the Korean papers into extended abstracts and thus has done a very important foundational work for SSCI inclusion. Starting with the papers published in the March 2009 issue, the information on references and authors will all be expressed in English. Furthermore, all documents exchanged during the review process (paper evaluation form, notification of review results, etc.) and correspondences will be converted into English.

In the future, it is most important that we gradually increase the proportion of English written papers among the works published in APJIS. Although an English language journal is absolutely advantageous for inclusion in SSCI, converting APJIS into an English journal overnight is not a realistic solution. Once the application for SSCI inclusion is made, four consecutive issues published should be sent to Thomson Reuters for evaluation. In order to supplement the weakness of being a non-English journal, we need to show a trend of gradual increase in the proportion of papers written in English in subsequent issues.
 We encourage all our members to submit papers in English to APJIS as much as possible. Once the journal is included in SSCI, all papers published in the journal within one year prior to the inclusion are recognized as SSCI papers. So please note that any paper published in our future journals sent to Thomson Reuters during the evaluation period has the possibility of being recognized as an SSCI paper.
(APJIS Editorial Board)
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In addition, we are working toward the goal of updating the English homepage for APJIS (http://apjis.or.kr) in the first half of 2009 and introducing an online review system (English-version) during the second half. In preparing for SSCI inclusion, Professor Jae Kyu Lee has been a great advisor, and Professors Jin Soo Park (Seoul National University), Se Joon Hong (Korea University), and Im Il (Yonsei University) are all doing a lot of the administrative work. I would like to take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude for their services.
Since the publication of volume 1 in 1992, the Journal of MIS Research has occupied the position of Korea’s flagship journal in the field of management information system for 18 years. Now in order to transform the journal from a domestic journal into an international one, SSCI registration is a necessity, and as a first step toward that goal, our journal has been reborn as the Asia Pacific Journal of Information Systems. We ask for the understanding and active support from each of KMIS members.
Ho Geun Lee
Editor-in-Chief

Asia Pacific Journal of Information Systems
� The Pacific Asia Conference on Information Systems (PACIS), the Asian region affiliation of Association for Information Systems (AIS), is publishing the Pacific Asia Journal of AIS (PAJAIS) starting in March 2009. Since the PAJAIS’s application for SSCI inclusion is expected within the next two to three years, we cannot further delay the APJIS’s SSCI application.


� Once the APJIS is included in SSCI, it is expected naturally to be converted into an English journal. Of the Korean journals, the Journal of Securities Research became SSCI-listed, and then naturally converted into an English journal as numerous papers written in English were submitted from Asia after its SSCI registration.






